
 "I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, 
but only God who gives the growth. (1 Cor 3:6-7, ESV) 

During my devotions a few days ago, I read this passage, and it resonated deeply within me. Over the past three months, sever-
al brothers and sisters who care about us have come to visit us in Japan one after another. Out of love, they all asked about the 
current state of our ministry here, and we shared openly that serving here is truly not easy. Before setting foot on this land, we 
often heard people say that "Japan is the graveyard of missionaries." Back then, however, we carried a certain naivety, always 
thinking that as long as we had passion and love, and worked twice as hard to serve and preach, we would definitely see reviv-
al. Yet, reality has awakened us. 

Why is Japan called the graveyard of missionaries? The reasons behind this are complex, but simply put, it means that mission 
work in Japan is incredibly difficult. After World War II, General MacArthur appealed to churches to urgently send 1,000 mis-
sionaries to Japan. At that time, due to the civil war in China, many Western missionaries also redirected their steps here. By 
the 1950s, the number of missionaries preaching the gospel in Japan reached between 1,500 and 2,000. However, after 70 to 
80 years of countless missionaries pouring out their lives and endless resources being invested, the proportion of Christians in 
Japan has consistently hovered around 1% (which even includes Catholics). If we look at evangelical Christians alone, it is only 
about 0.3%. According to the latest data from 2026, there are currently about 1,900 Christian missionaries in Japan. This mis-
sion field, which may seem ripe for the gospel, remains a hard soil that requires perseverance and quiet, patient labor. 

Recently, I read an article in Christianity Today that deeply explored how the Japanese church survives—with difficulty yet resil-
ience—under the hardships of extreme population aging and a scarcity of believers. Doing mission work in Japan can never be 
about "numbers." If numbers are the goal, honestly, one would give up very quickly. Although we all earnestly long for more 
people to come to faith, Japan is like a "slow cooker" that requires an extremely long process of endurance and waiting. The 
article mentioned a pastor from Singapore who initially arrived full of confidence, wanting to use the latest church trends and 
his own professional expertise to revive the Japanese church. However, reality forced him to reconsider. He saw those elderly 
pastors who were still holding on and quietly persevering through adversity; they were not failures at all, but a "beautiful rem-
nant" demonstrating immense faithfulness to the Lord. As a result, he learned to let go, stopped relying on his own plans, lis-
tened to God's voice, and learned to "hand the church back to God"—maintaining simple, traditional worship and focusing en-
tirely on prayer. He reflected: Do not pity this less-than-1% of Christians; the fact that they can survive in such a harsh gospel 
soil is itself a powerful testament to God's divine provision! These Japanese pastors, in the wilderness of faith, have redefined 
"success"—not as the expansion of outward scale, but as "faithfulness and love" toward God and their congregations. This re-
minded me of the scripture in 1 Corinthians 3:6-7, making it touch my heart even more. Indeed, "only God can make it grow," 
and we really cannot rush. Although looking at the statistics can still be discouraging at times—as many as 81% of churches in 
Japan have fewer than 50 people, and 75% 
of church pastors are over 60 years old, 
while our own church only has about ten 
to twenty people—looking back, evangeli-
cal Christians have always been a 
"minority" in the eyes of the world from 
the early church until now. This article 
helped me refocus: numerical growth 
should not be the ultimate goal we pursue; 
rather, being faithful, enduring, and quiet-
ly cultivating the soil is the true commis-
sion God has entrusted to us. 
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Ministry Prayer Requests 
• Over the past three months, I have been doing a more disciple content 

study a few core co-workers. Although our numbers are small, this has 
given us a wonderful opportunity to build deeper connections and explore 
core questions of faith thoroughly. Throughout this process, I have no-
ticed that Japanese Christians generally lack experience with discipleship 
training, and their understanding of the true purpose of a Christian life 
can be somewhat vague. Many seem to stay in a state where, after believ-
ing in Jesus and receiving the hope of eternal life, they simply return to 
living their own daily lives, creating a disconnect between faith and reali-
ty. Please pray for Japanese Christians: may God personally open their eyes to see the heavenly mission and calling, and work in 
their hearts to raise up more Japanese believers who are willing to step up in sharing the Gospel, so that their lives can truly 
demonstrate its power and testimony. 

• Please continue to pray for my preaching. Pray that the Lord will grant me the Japanese language ability to speak more fluently, 
and give us the ability to pray in Japanese. 

• Please continue to pray for Ms. Y and her family. As shared before, she has been a seeker for over four years. Currently, Jen-
nifer and I still meet with her regularly to study the Bible and share life. May the Lord work wonderfully in her heart, grant her 
the courage to break through, and give her the strength to take a step of faith to fully commit and rely on Him. 

• Praise the Lord! Sister M has decided to follow the Lord, and we are currently arranging baptism preparation classes for her. 
Since Sister M does not speak English, I need to conduct the entire teaching using my limited Japanese. Please pray for this: 
may the Lord grant Sister M understanding to deeply grasp the truth, and grant me sufficient language ability and spiritual wis-
dom to overcome the language barrier and bless our time sharing together. 

• Romans Discipleship Bible Study Group: Thank the Lord for leading a Chinese sister living in Japan to join us. Please pray for the 
five sisters currently in the group: may the Lord bless their personal lives, family relationships, and church ministries, that they 
may grow together in the truth. 

• Our team leader's family returned to Japan at the end of June. For several reasons, they cannot immediately return to full min-
istry. For about the next six months, I will continue to bear the responsibility as the main leading co-worker. Please pray for the 
various needs of the leader's family, and pray that the Lord grants me sufficient wisdom, strength, love, and patience to carry 
out these administrative duties. 

• As mentioned in the last prayer letter, after a long two-year wait, our application for Japanese permanent residency was unfor-
tunately rejected. Although it was disappointing, over the past month, after consulting with our lawyer and gathering docu-
ments, the lawyer decided to try again for us. The application was officially resubmitted on July 1. Please pray specifically for 
this reapplication process and review. 

• 8th Anniversary and Visa Extension: This Sep-
tember marks the expiration of our current 
visa, which also means we have completed 
eight full years of ministry here in Japan. 
While waiting for permanent residency, we 
must also apply for a regular visa extension, 
which we plan to submit around early July. 
Please pray for the visa renewal, that the Lord 
may keep the entire process smooth and 
without hindrance. 
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Financial Update 
• "Thank you, brothers and sisters, for your faithful prayers and financial 

support. According to our recent financial statement update, we found 
that we are still short of USD $550 in our monthly budget. If you feel 
led by the Lord to support us financially, please visit the following web-
site." https://give.worldventure.com/ to start a giving account. (Credit 
cards can also be used for offerings from outside the United States.)  

• You can also send check (USA only) to WorldVenture, and memo 
#4000-275  
WorldVenture  20 INVERNESS PL. E 
                            ENGLEWOOD CO 80112-5622 

https://give.worldventure.com/


Family update and prayer request: 

• We thank the Lord for His grace as Abigail has successfully graduated from elementary school. Although she will continue at the 
same school, the middle school curriculum will be quite different from elementary school. Please pray that her transition goes 
smoothly in every way. 

• Caleb is about to enter his junior year (11th grade) and will be taking three AP (Advanced Placement) courses in the new school 
year. This schedule will likely be very demanding, so please pray for his studies. Also, pray that the Lord guides his steps for his 
future path. 

• Please pray for Jennifer's physical, mental, and spiritual well-being. May the Lord grant her wisdom and love from above as she 
cares for sisters in Christ and seekers, and pray that she continues to make good progress in her Japanese learning. 

• Please pray for the physical, mental, and spiritual health of our entire family." 


